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Sir: 

In response to the Final Rejection mailed October 23, 2003, the Applicants, through 
undersigned counsel, respectfully request that a new Office Action be mailed and that the time 
period for response be restarted to begin with the mailing date of such new Office Action. 

On the cover sheet of the Final Rejection, it is indicated that claims 42 and 43 are 
objected to. However, the body of the Final Rejection does not mention those claims and in 
particular does not set forth any ground of objection. Therefore, the Applicants are not put on 
notice of the reason for the objection and cannot respond thereto. 
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The date that was one month after the mailing date of the Final Rejection was November 
23, 2003, which was a Sunday. Since the present Request is filed on the first business day 
thereafter, the Applicants respectfully submit that the present Request is timely. 

For the reasons set forth above, the Applicants respectfully request a new Office Action 
and a restarting of the time period for response. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Blank Rome LLP 

Watergate 600, 11 th Floor 
600 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 
Wsahington, Q.C. 20037-2485 
Phone: (202)772-5800 
Fax: (202) 572-8398 
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